CHAPTER IV
THE MORAL  CHALLENGE

The English response to India before and during the
French Revolution was the result of criticism levelled by
Englishmen against the British administration of India.
Even Johnson who, as we have seen, knew very little
about India suggested improvements in the government.
England, throughout the second half of the eighteenth
century, was obsessed by the ostentation of the 'Nabobs'
of whom Clive was probably the most outstanding. OJQ
the one hand, they found deeds of epic greatness, on the
other, the 'orientalized', if not 'sultanized', Englishman
in all his money-making vulgarity, his unscrupulousness,
and his obvious lack of 'good manners' when away from
home. The English conflict with regard to India could
not be 'spiritual', because what England imported from
India was not 'spirit', but gold. But a conflict, neverthe-
less, it was. The 'appeal of the East' was probably as
strong -among Englishmen as among Continentals; but
while appearances were all that mattered in Germany,
England was again and again confronted by a reality to
which they found it very difficult to adjust themselves.
Thus it happened that their first response was directed to-
wards, or rather, against their own representatives in In-
dia, the political and economic upstarts in the service of
the East India Company.

The end of the eighteenth century, indeed, witnessed
the rise of a strong humanitarian movement in all the
countries of Europe. Just as pre-revolutionary France and
Goethe in Germany strongly protested against the caste